
 

Synod Frequently Asked Questions 

How do you pronounce “Synod”? 

si – nuhd.

What IS a Synod? 

Literally, Synod means “together on the way”. It refers to a church gathering, which historically has been of 
bishops. Pope Francis recently said “Synodality is the way of being the Church today according to the will of 
God, in a dynamic of discerning and listening together to the voice of the Holy Spirit.” This Synod then, is a 
series of listening sessions, guided by the Holy Spirit, with the goal to share thoughts from the whole 
Church in order to help shape its future. The Synod is a process of journeying together by listening, 
dialoguing, praying, discerning and making decisions together for the purpose of proclaiming the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Why are we participating in the Synod at Sacred Heart? 

Pope Francis is asking each local diocese to gather – clergy, religious and laity, together, to listen to each 
other. The “goal” of this journeying together is not to create a new vision or pastoral plan with objectives. 
Rather, the goal is to be present with one another, to listen and learn with each other, and to grow closer 
to the Lord and His Church. It is an exciting opportunity to share our goals, concerns, hopes and dreams for 
the Church. 

When will this all be happening at Sacred Heart? 

We will be offering 90 minute listening sessions from February through Mid-April of 2022. 

What’s in it for me? 

The individual benefit is the opportunity to be listened to, and be part of the discernment journey about 
how we want our church to be, led by the Holy Spirit. The goal will be to accompany one another in the 
search for solutions and optimal paths forward. 

What about Covid? 

We will offer separate in-person and Zoom options so everyone may participate as they are most 
comfortable. 


