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Good evening/morning! 
 
My name is Benjamin (Ben) Bray and I am a seminarian currently living at Holy 
Family Parish in Kirkland assigned on what’s called a “pastoral year”, which is a 
year-long internship working at a local parish.  I study at Mt. Angel Seminary in 
Oregon and on my return, will be entering my third year of theological studies, 
looking towards being ordained a priest in June of 2019.  Some of my interests 
include cooking Italian food, visiting coffee shops and keeping up with WSU 
Cougars football.  Go Cougs! 
 
So now that you know a little about me, I would like to talk about the Annual 
Catholic Appeal.  Before entering seminary, I would usually groan and impatiently 
wait for the speaker to hurry with his/her witness talk because those five extra 
minutes seemed to make Mass hours longer, keeping me from those Sunday 
doughnuts!  Little did I realize at the time how important this minor annoyance 
was for my future. 
 
When I was officially accepted as a seminarian for the Archdiocese of Seattle, I 
was excited to start my journey of discerning priesthood, but the tuition required 
for my schooling was a challenge for me and my family.  I was entering into the 
first years of seminary formation where I would be responsible for paying my 
tuition.  While my final four years of theological studies would be paid for, it 
seemed impossible that at 21 years old I could afford the $40,000 yearly tuition 
rate, with my parents being unable to help given their own financial difficulties. 
 
It was because of your generosity over the years that I was able to overcome this 
obstacle, as the archdiocese heard of my financial dilemma and generously aided 
me by paying for most of my schooling so that I could move forward with my 
discernment.  I was overjoyed that the talks I had dreaded for so many years were 
deposits for my future in joining the seminary.  I give thanks almost every day for 
the generosity you have given in listening to these talks year after year, finding it 
within your hearts to continue sharing what God has blessed you with financially, 
to build up His kingdom in an actively powerful way. 
 
I have seen your giving transform many others who rely on the Annual Catholic 
Appeal for support, as it covers over 60 ministries in the Archdiocese of Seattle.  I 



have seen young kids who could not afford either Catholic school or our Catholic 
summer camps have the opportunity because of your generosity, to have an 
experience of Jesus Christ and His Church in a unique way.  I have seen teens 
experience the vibrancy and relevancy of the Church in their lives at our youth 
events, helping to build the future of our faith.  I have seen countless families 
receive food, clothing, shelter and other commodities for basic living that give 
them hope for a better future. 
 
While these are a few examples, my point is that your generosity actively brings 
about the transformation of lives with Jesus Christ and His Church, in a time where 
physical and spiritual needs are at an all-time high.  We often wonder if our 
prayers or giving actually makes a difference in this seemingly chaotic world; if we 
actually are making a difference despite all the emotional, physical and spiritual 
pain we see on a daily basis. 
 
If you ever have these doubts, let me tell you that you are making a difference.  
Not only have I seen it, but I have been blessed to have received this support over 
these years.  Your generosity has made it possible for me to even make it this far, 
and for that I am extremely grateful.  But it makes me wonder; what about the next 
seminarian who has a situation similar to mine?  Who else needs support that relies 
on those other 60 ministries? 
 
For all of those who rely on our generosity, I ask all of you to find it within your 
hearts once again this year to give to the Annual Catholic Appeal.  The goal for 
Sacred Heart is $211,000, with a variety of ways to give.  You can pledge via the 
cards in the pews, online on the parish website or even give the gift of stock and 
matching employer gifts as well!  Any amount received over this goal comes back 
to Sacred Heart which will help fund the parish and school maintenance and 
improvement fund. 
 
In closing, I realize that it is not always easy to give, as I shared earlier regarding 
my own family.  I can’t help but think of the early Church from Acts of the 
Apostles who shared everything in common, helping the less fortunate of their 
community.  Even though our Church may seem large, our giving will continue 
this legacy of bringing the Gospel to the whole world and changing the lives of 
many.  I know I would not have made it this far if it wasn’t for your incredible 
generosity and from the bottom of my heart, I can only say thank you and that I 
hope to repay you by one day serving you as a priest of the Archdiocese of Seattle. 
 


