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2014-2015 – Giving Trend Continues 
 

The Parish and School Annual Report that will be published next month shows a shortfall of  

just over $95,000 in the parish operating fund for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015.  While 

$50,000 of this deficit was anticipated and planned, the total deficit amount reflects the latest 

result from the continuing trend that Sacred Heart Parish has been experiencing. 
 

Over the last three fiscal years, 2013-2015, our parish ordinary income, Sunday and Holy Day 

stewardship offerings, has decreased by about 13%.  In that same period, despite significant re-

ductions in discretionary line items such as supplies and contracted services, we were only able 

to trim expenses by about 8%. 

 

2014-2015 – Capital Improvement Fund Initiated 
 

As good stewards of our parish and school campus, we also needed to begin funding a separate 

capital improvement budget to deal with the growing list of deferred maintenance projects being 

identified by our newly re-formed Facilities Committee.  To that end, two sources of revenue 

traditionally used in the operating budget—the Annual Catholic Appeal rebate and parish sav-

ings account interest—were moved to the new capital budget.  This, coupled with a small trans-

fer from the operating budget to the capital budget, formed the basic funding for this initiative. 

 

2014-2015 – In Summary 
 

The parish operating budget for the 2015 fiscal year, which was recommended by the Pastoral 

Assistant for Administration and the Finance Council and approved by the Pastor and Pastoral 

Council, included a plan to use $50,000 from savings in order to balance.  Parish leadership rec-

ognized this needed to be a short-term solution and not a long-term habit. 
 

Parish ordinary income last year was about $190,000 below the budgeted $1.6 million.  Fortu-

nately, expenses came in about $145,000 under budget, but this still resulted in a deficit of 

$45,000 more than the $50,000 anticipated. 

 

Positives Ahead! 
 

While some of the information in this report may 

seem discouraging, there are many hopeful signs 

moving forward: 
 

 In 2014-15, Sacred Heart Parish welcomed over 90 new families; 

 After three months of 2015-16, ordinary income is up 4% over the previous year; 

 Last summer, the well used school gymnasium received a much needed facelift; 

 In 2015, Sacred Heart Parish introduced two new social events, Fish Fry and Oktoberfest; 

 In January 2016, the new 5:00 Sunday evening Youth-led Mass will launch. 

 

~OVER~ 



2015-2016 – Operating Budget Reduced to the Minimum 
 

Parish ordinary income for the current fiscal year has been budgeted at $1.5 million.  Balancing 

this budget was achieved by: 
 

 Reducing the parish subsidy to the school by $25,000.  The school subsidy is now tied 

to parish ordinary income at a rate of 22%.  In other words, when parish ordinary in-

come goes up, the school subsidy goes up.  The reverse is also true. 
 

 Reducing the parish staff by the equivalent of one full-time position, from 12 to 11.  

Parish staffing is now at a minimal level to effectively administer Sacred Heart Parish 

and provide the basic pastoral programs and services that we all value. 

 

In other words, $1.5 million in ordinary income is needed to ef-

fectively operate Sacred Heart Parish.  Anything less will mean: 
 

 Further reductions in parish staffing and subsidies with 

corresponding and noticeable reductions in parish pro-

grams and services; 
 

 Getting farther behind in the regular upkeep and deferred 

maintenance of our beautiful parish and school campus; 
 

 Not being able to adequately fund the goals and objectives 

contained in our “Hearts on Fire” Five Year Pastoral Plan. 

 

2015-2016 – Our Focus This Year 
 

So, we need to increase Sunday and Holy Day stewardship offerings this year from last year by 

at least $100,000.  That’s about a 7% increase: 
 

 Thank you to the nearly 700 parish households who com-

pleted a financial stewardship commitment card in 2015 at the 

generous average of almost $34 per week.  Would you consid-

er increasing your commitment for 2016? 
 

 Thank you to the more than 200 parish households who 

didn’t make a formal commitment in 2015, but have contribut-

ed an average of almost $17 per week to Sacred Heart so far in 

2015.  Would you consider completing a parish stewardship 

commitment card for 2016? 
 

 Every registered family that calls Sacred Heart Parish home 

and cares about the future of this faith community, is called to 

make a planned and proportionate stewardship of treasure com-

mitment this November and do their best to fulfill it in 2016! 

 

Finally, to everyone who contributed time, talent and treasure to Sacred Heart in 2014-15, 

thank you for supporting and participating in the mission and ministries that make a difference 

both within and beyond our parish boundaries.  You are the heart of our parish and make us the 

welcoming, vibrant and nurturing community that we all value. 

PARISH FINANCE 

MEETINGS 
Want to know more about 

the parish budget?  Mark 

your calendar and plan to 

attend a short presentation 

after either the 5:00 Mass 

on Saturday, November 7 or 

after the 9:00 Mass on Sun-

day, November 8.  Both 

sessions will be held in the 

parish hall. 

 

 

 

http://sacredheart.org/Parish/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/2016_Treasure_Commitment_Card_web.pdf

