
PLAN TO ATTEND! 
 

SACRED HEART PARISH 

PASTORAL PLANNING PROCESS 2015 
 

“HEARTS ON FIRE” 

F–Following Jesus I–Inviting Participation R–Renewing Community E–Exploring our Future 
 

The Sacred Heart pastoral planning process combines the second (of three) parish gatherings with 

our annual Lenten parish mission under the theme, “Hearts on Fire.”  You can attend the mission 

and/or the planning process gathering.  Open to all adult and high school age parishioners. 

 

What is a Pastoral Planning Process? 
 

Effective (comprehensive and meaningful) pastoral planning leads to more focused, more faithful 

actions and to a parish community being able to speak with one voice—and have a greater impact 

on the world. 
 

Facilitated by a parish “Futuring” Committee, the process begins with gathering, listening and 

learning and ends with recommendations to the Pastoral Council regarding parish mission 

statement, values and vision, and goals and objectives for the next five years. 
 

A planning process helps a parish answer some key questions:  What are we about?  Where are we 

heading?  Why are we doing what we are doing?  How will we achieve our goals?  Who will be 

involved?  When will all the work take place? 

 

When is the Parish Mission? 
 

Each year during Lent Sacred Heart offers a parish mission to enhance our journey towards Easter.  

This year’s parish mission will also lay the spiritual foundation for the planning process and will 

be led by John Reid and Carol Guenther.  John worked for the Archdiocese of Seattle for many 

years before starting a consulting firm that helps parishes nationwide with pastoral planning.  Carol 

was the Pastoral Associate at St. Andrew Parish in Sumner for many years. 
 

The mission begins with reflections from John and Carol at the weekend Masses on February 28 

and March 1.  The three days of the mission—Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, March 1-3, all 

happening in the church—will focus on the first three themes of “Hearts on Fire”—Following 

Jesus, Inviting Participation and Renewing Community. 
 

 Sunday’s mission session takes place from 1:00-2:30 p.m. 

 Monday’s session is 10:00-11:30 in the morning repeated at 7:00-9:00 in the evening. 

 Tuesday’s session is 10:00-11:30 in the morning repeated at 7:00-9:00 in the evening. 

 The Monday and Tuesday morning sessions are preceded by Mass at 9:00 a.m. 

 

When is Parish Gathering 2? 
 

Like the two-day gathering in January, the second Parish Gathering will be led by John Reid and 

will focus on the fourth theme of “Hearts on Fire”—Exploring our Future.  Unlike the first 

gathering, Parish Gathering 2 takes place on one day, Wednesday, March 4, in two repeated 

sessions.  Attend one or the other.  Childcare provided for all sessions. 
 

 The morning session is 10:00-Noon in the Parish Hall. 

 The morning session is preceded by Mass at 9:00 a.m. in the church. 

 The evening session is 6:00-9:00 in the School Gym. 

 The evening session begins with a simple soup supper. 


