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 I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped in 
coordinating my installation: our Parish and School staffs, the Transition 
Team, and all of the liturgical ministers who assisted in our liturgy tonight—
altar servers, readers, extraordinary ministers of communion, greeters and 

ushers, and our choirs and cantors-- from all three masses under the 
direction of Sr. Mary Jo.   
 

When Bishop Elizondo first came to our diocese, he was the pastor at 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Mill Creek while I was the pastor of St. Brendan 
in Bothell. I have personally enjoyed working with you both as a fellow 
pastor and as our auxiliary bishop.  Bishop Elizondo, we thank you for your 
ministry of service among us, and a special word of thanks to you for being 
here with us tonight. 

 
It is hard to believe that I have only been here for a little over two 

months. In so many ways, I feel that I have been here much longer—not 
only because I have already had the opportunity to experience parish life in 
a variety of ways:  I have already celebrated six of the seven sacraments 
here, helped with a Funeral Mass for a parishioner in which more than 900 
participated, and helped to get another school year off to a great start. I 
also feel at home and so many of you have assisted me in settling in. I 
have received so many encouraging words and great support; many have 
offered kind words about my preaching and my willingness to jump in 
where needed. 

 
If these first few weeks are any indication, I feel that we have a great 

future in store together. When our parish staff had a planning day together 
recently, each of us wrote our own personal mission statement. Mine is: I 
will be open to everyone and help them draw closer to Jesus Christ. That is 
how I want to be remembered as the pastor here at Sacred Heart: a pastor 
who helped others draw closer to Jesus. 

 
Over the next few months and beyond, we will explore together how 

our parish can move into the future with the resources we have been given 
and how as good stewards, we can use our time, talent and treasure to 
build up the Kingdom of God. How fortunate that earlier today we celebrate 



the feast of the nativity of the Blessed Mother. How wonderful to have her 
intercession as we begin this next chapter of Sacred Heart Parish. 

 
I told parents at our Back to School Night on Tuesday and 

Wednesday that I was really looking forward to my installation because 
after tonight you can’t send me back. So tonight I look forward to all that the 
future holds in store for me as the pastor and for all of us at Sacred Heart. 

Please keep me in your prayers as I will continue to remember all of you in 
prayer to the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

 
 


